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as the son was come to Egypt he took the golden
rods from his father's seneschal, and constable, and
marshal, and bestowed them upon those who had come
with him from the east. When the seneschal, cons-
table and marshal saw this they were very wroth, as
were also those who had been of the father's council
and they felt that great shame had been put upon them^.
They so practiced with the men of the Halca, whose
duty it was to guard the person of the Soldan, that the
men of the Halca agreed, at their request, to kill the
Soldan."
Continuing his narrative in another chapter de
Joinville says: " The emirs whom the Soldan had dis-
missed from his council, in order to appoint thereto
his own emir, brought from a foreign land, now con-
ferred together . They went to those of the Halca and
demanded of them that they should kill the Soldan, as
soon as they had eaten with him, as he had invited
them to do so. Thus it befell that after they had
eaten, and the Soldan had taken leave of his emirs and
was going to his chamber, one of the knights of the
Halca, who bore the Soldan's sword, struck the
Soldan therewith, in the middle of the hand, between
the four fingers and clove the hand up to the arm.
The Soldan turned to the emirs, who had caused it to
be done to him, and said: * Lords, I make appeal to you
against these people of the Halca who desire to slay
me as you can see.' Then the knights of the Halca
answered the Soldan: ' As thou sayest that we desire
to slay thee, better is that we should slay thee than
that thou shouldst slay us/ Then they caused the
drums to be beaten, and all the hosts came to ask what
was the Soldan's will. And they answered that Dami-
etta was taken (the Soldan was then camping near
Damietta), and that the Soldan was going thither,
and that he ordered them to follow* So the host got
to their arms, and spurred towards Damietta, and
when we saw this, we were in sore trouble of heart